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WASHINGTON, DC20510

July 29,2015

The Honorable Thomas J. Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture
U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Vilsack,

We urge you to finalize the Food Safety and Inspection Service's (FSIS)
performance standards to reduce Salmonella and Campylobacter in poultry
products as quickly as possible. Public health is at stake, and FSIS should act
swiftly and assertively as it finalizes the new safeguards included in its proposal.

We strongly support the transparency provisions in FSIS' s proposal. By
publicly reporting companies' compliance rates with pathogen standards, this
proposal creates a strong incentive for companies to control Salmonella and
Campylobacter levels in their products. We understand that producer groups have
raised concerns with this proposal, arguing that posted information could be
misleading for consumers or will not be sufficiently updated. We too believe
public information should be clear, transparent, and up-to-date. However, we assert
consumers and retailers have a right to know how well a specific company controls
pathogens in its products.

We also strongly support FSIS's proposal to include a wide variety of
poultry parts in its pathogen standards. Because consumers purchase a wide variety
of poultry products, it would be inadequate to only test some poultry parts while
not testing others. This would lead to inaccurate data that would not reflect what
consumers eat. Additionally, we agree with FSIS's proposal to use a "moving
window" sampling method to test poultry products for pathogens, as this provides
a better assessment of how well pathogens are controlled. This sampling method
would also provide a more thorough assessment of a company's food safety system
and whether additional steps to ensure food safety were warranted. These
proposals are essential for ensuring the greatest public health impact of these new
standards.

We are deeply concerned over pressure on FSIS to allow a two year delay
between finalizing the standards and implementation. The current standards have



not been updated in more than 20 years, and it has already been six months since
they were proposed. We oppose any further delays that would put consumers at
risk.

Thank you for your attention to our request on this important public health
matter. We look forward to seeing the new standards, which provide essential
public health protections, finalized and implemented as quickly as possible.

Sincerely,

Dianne Feinstein
United States Senator

Ri~urbin
United States Senator

~~~
Kirsten Gillibrand
United States Senator
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