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I'ood alety and Inspeclion en icc 
1400 Independence Ave ... \ . 
\ ashinglon. DC 20250-3700 

Dear Adminislrator Alma,ua: 

I \\ rite to express my deep concern Ihm DA has nol yel declared all 
dangerous E. coli bacleria slrains to be adulteranls in lood produ ·ts. As you kno\\. 
it is againstlhc la\\ 10 sell meal produ ts eOlliaining E. coli 0157:h7. It is my 
belieflhalthis l.ero-lOlerance standard should be e'tended to all higa lO,in-
pr ducing strains oflhis deadly pathogen. 

As you arc undoubledly a\\are. Ihe I'ood and Drug Administration is 
currenlly \\ orking \\ ilh Fresh"'ay I'oods to recall thousands of pounds of lelluce 
Ihat are cOl1laminated ",ilh E. coli 0145. The cOlliaminalcd food has alread) 
ickened nearl) 30 people in alleastlhree slates. I lo\\e\'er. millions more arc at 

risk: Ihe conlaminated lelluce has also been shipped to Alabama. Calilornia. 
Conneclicut. Dislrict or olumbia. I'lorida. Georgia. Illinois. Indiana . Kansas. 
Kentuck). Maryland. Massachusells. Missouri . ew Jerse). 'orth arolina. 
Penns) h ania. Rhode Island. outh Carolina. Tennessee. irginia. \ e t Virginia 
and \\fisconsin. 

I understand thai F I has recei\ed pelilions to classify I". coli 0145. 0111. 
016 and other illness-causing slrains or E. coli as aduiterallis in beef. It is 
estimaled thalthesc non-ol57 strains sicken 37.000 indi\ iduals and cause over 30 
dcmhs per ycar. learly Ihe e palhogen presenl a threat 10 human health and I ask 
that )OU act quickly to ban them from our hamburger meat. 

I'lease know Ihal I apprcciale the all of the good work IhOi is done by the 
inspectors and slarr allhe Food alet) Inspection en icc. The lood produced in 
Ihe U .. is among the safest in the world. and )Oll and your stall pia) an illlegmi 



role ensuring Ihal sarcly. Ilowevcr. morc can. and mU '1 be done to prolecl 
consumer from harmFul chemi als. bacleria. and residues in our meal. I 
appreciate your aHcnlion 10 Ihis important maHer, and look lorward 10 working 
wilh ou 10 improve Ihe safelY of Our food supply. Should you have any queslions. 
pleasc do nO! hesilale 10 COllla I me. 
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nc Feinstein 

niled lates Senalor 


