SELECT COMMIn£E ON INTELLIGENCE · CHAIRMAN

OIANNE FE1NSTEIN
CALIFORNIA

COMMITTEE ON.PPAOPR~TIONS

COMMITTEe ON THe JUOICI.o.RY
COMMI TTe e ON RULES . NO .OMINISTR.TION

~nttdl ,,§tatt'$ ,,§enatt'
WASHINGTON , DC 20510-0504
http://leinSlein .senale.QOV

Jan uary 18, 20 12

The Honorable Margaret A, Hamburg, M.D.
Commissioner
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
10903 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, Maryland 20993-0002
Dear Commissioner Hamburg:
I write regarding the forthcoming decision by the Food Drug and
Admini stration (FDA) on the use ofbisphenol-A, or BPA, in food and beve rage
packaging. As you review the science on BPA, I urge you to take a strong position
against this chemical. Of particular concern are the effects of this chemical on
vulnerable populations, such as babies, children, and pregnant wo men .
BPA is a synthetic endocrine disruptor, which means it interferes with how
hormones work in the body. Over 200 sc ientific studies link exposure to BPA , even
at low doses, to harmful health effects. Negati ve health problems inc lude bra in and
behavioral disorders, cancer, diabetes, heart disease, obesity, and early puberty ,
Babies and children are particularly at ri sk because of their developing bodies and
their smaller size. We know that BPA can cross the p.lacenta, meaning babies in
utero can be exposed from the mother. BPA has been found in blood samples from
de veloping fetuses, as well as in umbilical cord blood of newborn infants, and in
breast milk .
BPA is used in everything from infant formula 10 canned foods to receipt
paper. This chemical is so widespread it has been found in 93 percent of Americans.
For far too long, BPA has been used without a determination of safety and I feel
strongl y that it should be removed from products where it can leach into food and
beverages. I am pleased that your agency, charged w ith protecting American
consumers, is finall y taking action on BPA and I urge you to take action that protects
public health and considers the potential harm of aggregate exposure to vulnerable
populations.

At the ve ry least, this chemical should be banned from children 's feeding
products - baby bottles, sippy cups, baby food, and infant formula . Alternatives are
available. States, manufacturers, and retailers are all recogni zing the importance of
banning BPA in children 's products. California - the largest state in the union recently became the II th state to enact a ban on BPA in certai n children's products.
Countries like Canada, France, Chi na, and Denmark are taking action. Major
manufacturers and retai lers are taking action and offeri ng BPA-free alternatives.
I look forward to your Agency taking a stance to protect public health.
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Dianne Feinste in
United States Senator

