
 

 

 

MAJOR CITIES CHIEFS ASSOCIATION 
  

   

  October 8, 2017 

The Honorable Chuck Grassley                The Honorable Dianne Feinstein            

 Chairman     Ranking Member    

 Committee on the Judiciary   Committee on the Judiciary 

U.S. Senate   U.S. Senate 

 Washington, D.C. 20510    Washington, D.C. 20510 

         

 Dear Chairman Grassley and Ranking Member Feinstein,  

 

The Major Cities Chiefs Association, representing the Nation’s largest metropolitan law 

enforcement agencies, would like to express strong support of legislation that will ban the sale, 

transfer, importation, manufacturing or possession of “bump stocks, trigger cranks,” or anything 

that accelerates a semiautomatic rifle’s rate of fire. We envision the Automatic Gunfire 

Prevention Act will be able to bring forth that action.  

 

In the recent tragedy in Las Vegas, gunman Stephen Paddock had at least twelve of these “bump 

stock” devices to use with his numerous firearms, allowing him to fire upon the crowd in rapid 

succession with the capabilities of an automatic firearm. Under the current National Firearms 

Act, Paddock cannot own an automatic firearm, but with the loophole of accessories such as 

bump stocks, trigger cranks, other combinations of accessories fitted for semiautomatic weapons 

he was able to create such a gun.  

 

The Major Cities Chiefs Association supports the creation of the Automatic Gunfire Prevention 

Act in its efforts to ensure these capabilities are not available to criminals. Devices that prove 

legitimate in use for hunting and sports should remain available, but not changing a 

semiautomatic rifle’s rate of fire into a machine gun. The language within the proposed bill 

defines that line for citizens as well as exempts law enforcement and the government from this 

ban.   

 

With the use of the bump stock, 59 people were murdered and over 400 injured in a matter of 

minutes. With a ban in place, we hope to prevent another mass murder on such a horrific scale.  

 

We look to you for the leadership to bring Senators together and enact this legislation. 

 

 

 

 

 

             J. Thomas Manger  

Chief of Police  

Montgomery County Police Department  

President, Major Cities Chiefs Association 


