Nnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

October 24, 2019

The Honorable Lee J. Lofthus

Assistant Attorney General for Administration
Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Assistant Attorney General Lofthus:

We are writing regarding Attorney General Barr’s supervision of
investigations related to the Trump Ukraine matters and the origins of the Russia
investigation.

We are enclosing our letter to the Attorney General, urging him to recuse
himself from these matters. As noted in that letter, federal ethics guidelines
prohibit him from participating in any matter in which his impartiality could be
questioned, including matters in which he was personally involved or about which
he has personal knowledge.

We write to ask you, as the Department’s Designated Agency Ethics Officer,
whether the Attorney General has been advised on this matter by Department
ethics officials. If so, we ask that you provide us with a copy of any guidance that
was provided.

Sincerely,
" =
C_PIANNE FEINSTEIN PATRICK LEAHY  (
Ranking Member United States Senator
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RICHARD J. DURBIN SHELDON WHITEHOUSE

United States Senator United States Senator
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BUCHAR CHRISTOPHER A. COONS
United States Senator United States Senator
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E K. HIRONO
United States Senator United States Senator
]
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CORY A. BOOKER @[MALA D. HARRIS
United States Senator United States Senator

Enclosure: Letter from Judiciary Democrats to Attorney General Barr, October 22,
2019

cc:  The Honorable Lindsey O. Graham
Chairman, Senate Committee on the Judiciary
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Mnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

October 24, 2019

The Honorable William P. Barr
Attorney General of the United States
U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Attorney General Barr:

We urge you to recuse yourself from investigations into the Trump Ukraine
matters, including any investigations involving Rudy Giuliani, Lev Parnas, or Igor
Fruman, as well as investigations into the origins of the Russia investigation.

Federal ethics guidelines prohibit federal employees from participating in
any matter in which their impartiality could be questioned, including matters in
which they were personally involved or about which they have personal
knowledge. [5 C.F.R. § 2635.502; Justice Manual § 1-4.020]. Previous Attorneys General
have sought the counsel of the relevant senior career Department officials to
determine whether they should recuse themselves from matters where their
impartiality might reasonably be questioned.

The White House’s memorandum of President Trump’s July 25 phone call
with Ukraine President Zelensky suggests that you may have personal knowledge
or involvement in President Trump’s requests that Ukraine pursue investigations to
serve the President’s personal political interests. During that phone call, President
Trump referenced you by name or title at least five times, including mentioning
you in tandem with Rudy Giuliani three times. [Call Summary at 3-5].

This raises legitimate questions about your knowledge of the activities of
Mr. Giuliani and others, as well as the actions that you have taken and your
discussions with the President and White House about these investigations. For
example, after receiving the preliminary Justice Department Inspector General
report on the Russia investigation’s origins last month, you reportedly traveled to
Italy to conduct your own fact-finding along with U.S. Attorney John Durham.
[Washington Post, Oct. 10, 2019]. You did so after President Trump told President
Zelensky that he would “like to have the Attorney General call” to discuss an




investigation meant to discredit Special Counsel Mueller’s findings regarding
Russian election interference.

Impartial enforcement of the law is essential to give the American public
confidence in the Justice Department’s work. Your personal connection to these
matters creates the appearance of a conflict of interest and gives rise to questions
about whether the Department is being used to advance the President’s personal
interests.

Accordingly, we request that you recuse yourself and identify the
appropriate official who will be responsible for these matters. We also request that
you confirm whether you consulted Department ethics officials regarding recusal
and provide copies of any ethics guidance that Justice Department officials have
provided in connection with these matters.

Sincerely,
. -
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¢__PYANNE FEINSTEIN PATRICK LEAHY (
Ranking Member United States Senator
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RICHARD J. DURBIN SHELDON WHITEHOUSE
United States Senator United States Senator
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AMY @UCHAR CHRISTOPHER A. COONS
United States Senator United States Senator

RICHARD BLUMENTHAL MAﬂE K. HIRONO
United States Senator United States Senator
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ORY A. BOOKER (KAMALA D. HARRIS

United States Senator United States Senator

cc:  The Honorable Lindsey O. Graham
Chairman, Senate Committee on the Judiciary




