Recreation Act of 2017

Supported by Public Officials, Organizations, and Stakeholder Groups from across

California and the Nation.

PUBLIC OFFICIALS & LOCAL
GOVERNMENT

Rep. Paul Cook (R-CA)
Rep. Pete Aguilar (D-CA)
Town of Apple Valley

OFF-ROAD RECREATION GROUPS

Americans for Responsible
Recreational Access

American Sand Association
BlueRibbon Coalition, Inc.
Motoreycle Industry Council
National Off-Highway Vehicle
Conservation Council
Off-Road Business Association
Recreational Off-Highway Vehicle
Association

Specialty Equipment Market
Association

Specialty Vehicle Institute of
America

United Four Wheel Drive
Associations

ENVIRONMENTALISTS

National Parks Conservation
Association

Conservation LLands Foundation
Student Conservation Association
Mojave Desert Land Trust
Friends of Jawbone

Friends of El Mirage

Friends of Big Morongo Canyon
Preserve

Hispanic Access Foundation
California Wilderness Coalition
(CalWild)

Joshua Tree National Park
Association

LOCAL BUSINESSES

29 Palms Inn

CIVIC GROUPS

The Pew Charitable Trusts

ALABAMA HILLS BILL SECTION

Inyo County Board of Supervisors
Inyo County Superintendent of
Schools

City of Bishop

L.one Pine Paiute-Shoshone
Reservation

Lone Pine Chamber of Commerce
Bishop Area Chamber of Commerce
& Visitors Bureau

Inyo County Film Commission
Friends of the Inyo

Alabama Hills Stewardship Group
Advocates for Access to Public
Lands

Eastern Sierra 4x4 Club
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Don Amador
Western Representative

BlueRibbon Coalition, Inc.

Russ Ghaos

Russ Ehnes

Executive Director

National Off-Highway Vehicle Conservation
Council

Tom Yager

Vice President

Recreational Off-Highway Vehicle
Association
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Kathy Van Kleeck

Senior Vice President

Government Relations

Specialty Vehicle Institute of America
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Sincerely,

Q..hjié,.
Duane Taylor

Director, Federal Affairs
Motorcycle Industry Council
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Fred Wiley
Executive Director
Off-Road Business Association

Stuart D. Gosswein

Sr. Director

Federal Government Affairs

Specialty Equipment Market Association

Steve Egbert
Vice President
United Four Wheel Drive Associations, Inc.






We applaud Senator Feinstein for reintroducing $.32 to speak to the components of her
legislation which are yet to be accomplished. Considering the profound existing support that
these provisions have earned and their longstanding record in the Senate (since 2009), we believe
they deserve the opportunity to be marked-up. Thank you for your consideration and we stand
ready to answer any questions and provide support, as needed.

Respectfully,
David Lamfrom

Director, California Desert and Wildlife Program

CC: Senator Feinstein
Senator Harris



























the impacts of climate change on species migration, soil, air quality, water quality and
quantity.

We commend the bi-partisan effort to protect and conserve the incredible natural
resources in California and especially the Alabama Hills. However, we raised concerns in
our letter to Feinstein dated April 10, 2016 regarding language in Section 1707 of
encroachment on public land. This language was removed from Congressman Cook’s bill as
of May 2016 following its final mark-up in the House Natural Resources Committee, We
encourage communication between your staff and Cook’s office to remedy discrepancies in
the Alabama Hills Scenic Area language.

We support the bill moving forward through Congress with no net loss of its conservation
protections and provisions, and necessary corrections to Section 1707, Friends of the Inyo
looks forward to seeing the small changes needed to make this bill consistent with
stakeholder interest in the Eastern Sierra, particularly the community of Lone Pine, Thank
you for your continued work to identify and protect special public lands throughout the
California Desert and the Eastern Sierra, We believe our concerns can be addressed
through the legislative process and are eager to work with you, Congressman Paul Cook,
Senator Feinstein, and the members of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources
Committee. For all of these reasons, we urge the committee to continue to advance this
important piece of legislation and move S. 32 to markup in a timely manner.

Sincerely,

/s/ Jora Fogg
Preservation Manager

Cc: Senator Dianne Feinstein
Representative Paul Cook



























¢ Protect 278,230 acres as wilderness;

* Designate 81,000 acres in Imperial County as a “special management area” where
wilderness-quality lands would be protected and where motorized recreation would be
better-managed;

» Increase the size of Death Valley National Park and Joshua Tree National Park by about
44,000 acres;

e Protect 18,610 acres of the Alabama Hills as a Scenic Area;

e Protect 77 miles of stream as wild and scenic rivers;

» Prohibit development, mining, off-highway vehicle (OHV) use {except on designated
routes), grazing, military training and other surface disturbing activities on 6.5 million
acres of federal lands in the desert;

* Mandate the study and protection of a cultural trail and the features associated with it
along the Colorado River that is sacred to several tribes;

¢ Transfer a 994-acre Bureau of Land Management holding in San Diego County to Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park and require the state to manage the land as wilderness;

¢ Withdraw legislative protection from 126,000 acres of existing wilderness study areas;

* Designate five existing, administratively designated OHV areas covering approximately
142,720 acres as permanent OHV recreation areas;

e Require the Department of Interior to study the impact of climate change on California
desert species migration and to incorporate the results of the study into land use plans;

e Protect water in desert aquifers from being unsustainably pumped from the ground and
sold to parties elsewhere (which could lead to the loss of natural seeps and springs that
are critical to the survival of wildlife);

» Protect 28,000 acres of land in the Juniper Flats area from energy development;

s Allocate 35% of the revenues generated from energy leasing on federal lands within the
California Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) to mitigating the damage caused by wind
and solar development in the CDCA; and

¢ Send another 50% of the revenues generated from energy leasing to the State of
California and affected counties.

The measure will also provide a further boost to tourism, which is an important component of
its local support.

This legislation is similar to bills the Senator has introduced in past Congresses, and that the
Subcommittee has heard previously, and we hope the full Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources will proceed with expedited consideration and approval of S. 32 and send it onto the
Senate floor,

Thank you for considering our testimony,
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