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The Honorable Shaun Donovan
Director

Office of Management and Budget
725 17th Street, NW

Washington, DC 20503

Dear Director Donovan,

As you work with federal agencies to lay the groundwork for the
development of the next Administration’s Fiscal Year 2018 Budget request, I ask
that you direct the Forest Service to begin the process of developing a specific and
substantial funding request to address the tree mortality crisis facing California.

After five years of historic drought, which has led to the death of an
estimated 66 million trees in California alone, my state and its people face a
heightened and potentially catastrophic risk of wildfire this year and for years to
come. California has already weathered several devastating wildfires this year,
despite the fact that our traditional fire season has not yet even begun. Addressing
the unprecedented tree mortality crisis in California is an urgent public safety issue
that must be met with the most aggressive action possible.

The Forest Service and the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection assess that 5.5 million of the 66 million dead trees pose a particular
threat to public safety and must be removed as quickly as possible. Given the
division of federal and state responsibility in California, the Forest Service is
responsible for 3.7 million of these high-priority dead trees, and the agency
estimates that it would need as much as $562 million to cut them all down.
However, the Forest Service has budgeted only $32 million in Fiscal Year 2016 for
tree removal work in California, just 6 percent of the total funding necessary.

It is clear that the need for additional funding to address tree mortality in
California far exceeds recent Administration requests for funding as well as
enacted appropriations. Firefighters in California report that the drought and the



unprecedented volume of dead trees has led to more unpredictable fire behavior
than ever before, which will likely result in even greater wildfire suppression costs
in future years.

Given the Forest Service’s $562 million cost projection for critical tree
mortality work in California, I ask that you direct the Forest Service to begin the
process of developing a specific and substantial funding request in next year’s
Budget for this effort. I cannot stress enough the substantial benefit to the safety of
my constituents as well as to the federal budget of investing in additional fire
prevention activities now in order to reduce wildfire suppression costs in the
future.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to contact me or have your staff contact Josh Esquivel in my
office at Joshua Esquivel@feinstein.senate.gov.

Sinegrely,

nited States Senator
cc: The Honorable Thomas J. Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture

The Honorable Thomas L. Tidwell
Chief, U.S. Forest Service
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