
 
July 6, 2015  
 
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein  
United States Senate  
331 Hart Senate Office Building Washington, D.C. 20510  
 
The Honorable Susan Collins  
United States Senate  
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building Washington, DC 20510 
  
Re: Personal Care Products Safety Act (S.1014)  
 
Dear Senators Feinstein and Collins:  
 
We are writing to support your legislation – Personal Care Products 
Safety Act (S.1014) – to modernize the Food, Drug and Cosmetics 
Act, which gives the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) additional 
authority and oversight over cosmetics, personal care products and 
their ingredients. The Personal Care Products Safety Act will help 
provide the continued safety of these products expected by American 
consumers.  
 
Just as we expect the personal care products industry to use the best 
available science and safety data to formulate products for 
consumers, we also need the regulatory structure for these products 
to be in step with scientific advances. Thus, we support the creation 
of a national standard that will ensure product safety, provide the 
FDA with essential regulatory authority over the industry, and enable 
companies to continue moving forward with new products and 
product improvements to meet consumer needs. An updated, 
transparent, common-sense approach to federal oversight will 
provide Americans with continued assurances that their safety is 
paramount.  
 
It is important to understand the role these products play in the 
everyday lives of virtually every citizen. On average, Americans use 
about 10 of these products each day – including sunscreen, 
shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant, makeup and many other items. 
Congress has a strong interest in strengthening the FDA’s ability to 
regulate manufacturing and distribution of personal care products to 
maintain public confidence in products they use with such frequency.  
 
However, today, new state laws attempting to regulate cosmetics 
have created confusion over the safety of certain ingredients. State 
regulators generally do not have the resources or expertise 
necessary to determine the safety of one ingredient over another, 
and varying state requirements are creating uncertainty for 
consumers and businesses. In addition, as supply chains become 
more globalized, consumers need to know that products 
manufactured overseas are meeting a uniform safety standard in the 
United States.  
 
As Congress modernizes and strengthens FDA regulation of 
personal care products and cosmetics, there are several reforms that 
we believe should be considered to elevate consumer confidence:  



 

 Mandatory reporting requirements should include the registration of all manufacturing facilities, 
reporting of all product ingredients and the filing of adverse event reports that consumers may 
have from the use of personal care products;  
 

 The FDA should issue regulations that create Cosmetics Good Manufacturing Practices 
(GMPs) to help set acceptable parameters for product manufacturing;  

 

 The FDA should be authorized to establish safe tolerance levels for both planned ingredients 
as well as the trace constituents; and  

 

 The FDA should be given authority to order mandatory recalls of products they believe are 
unsafe, and the agency should be given authority to inspect product safety records required to 
be kept by the manufacturer when the FDA has a reasonable belief a product may be unsafe.  

 
We thank you for your leadership on behalf of American consumers and we congratulate you on your 
legislation. We also applaud your process of including input from multiple stakeholders to modernize 
the current system and look forward to working with you and your colleagues in both chambers to 
pass this bipartisan legislation.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
American Autoimmune Related Diseases Association  
Blue Ribbon Advocacy Alliance  
Caregiver Action Network  
Gerontological Society of America  
HealthyWomen  
National Alliance for Hispanic Health  
National Association of Nutrition and Aging Services Programs  
National Coalition for LGBT Health  
National Minority Quality Forum  
National Partnership for Women & Families 
Society for Women's Health Research  
Veterans Health Council  
Women Against Prostate Cancer  
 
cc: The Honorable Lamar Alexander  

The Honorable Patty Murray 


