Nnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 22,2019

Peter Maurer

President

International Committee of the Red Cross
19 Avenue de la paix

1202 Geneva, Switzerland

Dear Mr. Maurer:

We respectfully request that International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) immediately
investigate the safety of Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) detention facilities at the southwest United States border, in particular the conditions for
minors, families, and other vulnerable individuals. We are deeply concerned that the overcrowded
conditions at Border Patrol holding facilities are placing detained migrants at risk.

CBP’s current facilities are inadequate for the current volume of migrants being detained at the
border. On May 8, CBP witnesses stated in testimony before the U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee:

Our short-term holding facilities were neither designed for the large volume of family
units nor for long-term custody. We consider 4,000 detainees to be a high number of
migrants in custody, and in the past had considered 6,000 detainees a crisis. In this
fiscal year, CBP has already experienced more than 14,000 detainees in custody on a
single day.'

The ICRC has played a critical role in ensuring that migrant detention facilities around the world
comply with international human rights standards. We ask that you immediately launch an
investigation into CBP’s facilities for detained migrants on the U.S. southwest border.

Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to a prompt response.

Sincerely,

Do Dk

RICHARD J. DURBIN PATRICK LEAHY
United States Senator United States Senator

! Written testimony of Border Patrol Chief Carla L. Provost, Office of Field Operations Executive Assistant
Commissioner Todd C. Owen, and Department of Homeland Security Joint Task Force-West Director Manuel Padilla,
Jr., before the Senate Committee on the Judiciary, Subcommittee on Border Security and Immigration, May 8, 2019,
available at https://www judiciary.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Owen-Provost-Padilla%20J0int%20Testimony. pdf.



'@’ﬁ—— ?@5‘ (‘%wu\

DIANNE FEINSTEIN PATTY MURRAY

United States Senator United States Senator
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RICHARD BLUMENTHAL BRIAN SCHATZ
United States Senator United States Senator
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MAZYE K. HIRONO ELWABETH WARREN

United States Senator Unfied States Senator



EDWARD J. MARKEY CORY A. BOOKER
United States Selfator United States Senator
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CHRIS VAN HOLLEN
United States Senator

KAMALA D. HARRIS
nited States Senator United States Senator
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TINA SMITH
United States Senator

ce: Acting Secretary of Homeland Security Kevin K. McAleenan



