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September 6, 2016

The Honorable Gina McCarthy
Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20460

Dear Administrator McCarthy:

I write to urge you to include asbestos in the first group of ten high-risk chemicals
to be evaluated in 2016 under the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 21st
Century Act (Lautenberg Act). As President Obama noted is his signing statement,
asbestos is a known carcinogen responsible for the deaths of an estimated 10,000
Americans each year. I believe that expediting the evaluation of asbestos should be a
top-level priority for the EPA.

The Lautenberg Act improves and streamlines the EPA’s authority to regulate
dangerous chemicals, and represents an important advancement in protecting public
health and safety. As the EPA works to prioritize chemicals for evaluation using the best
available science, I hope that you will include asbestos in the first group of ten high-risk
chemicals. In my view, this action would serve to reaffirm confidence in the EPA’s
ability to protect Americans from dangerous chemicals.

Thank you for your ongoing work to implement the Lautenberg Act. I look
forward to continuing to support the EPA’s efforts to modernize federal chemical safety

standards that protect American families, workers, and the environment.

Sincerely yours,

Didnne Feinstein
nited States Senate
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